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Steve Guss – Maitland, Florida 
 
After two years in the US Army stationed in Birmingham, Alabama (during the race riots 
and the integration of the University of Mississippi ), I went to work very briefly for 
Hayes Aircraft. During the summer of 1963 an engineer friend from Hayes stopped by 
our apartment and asked me if I wanted to go see a friend of his who was in town 
recruiting from The Martin Company. I did go with him and that is where I met John 
Pavey. To make a long story short, John was interested in me but not my “friend”. I came 
down to Orlando for an interview, was offered a job and accepted. By the way, my wife, 
Arlene , was  from Orlando so moving back home with our oldest daughter Leslie was 
SUPER.  
My first job in September of 1963 was in Reliability, Test and Evaluation as an 
Administrator on the Pershing Program working with Joe Boler and Hal Shindall. I 
enjoyed working with great people and many programs during the years in Engineering 
as an Engineering Administrator. 
In 1977, I went to work in Strategic Planning in the Marketing Organization under Dan 
Peterson, followed by a 1979 move to the Finance Organization as Manager of Financial 
Planning under Philip Duke. I worked with Tommy Outlaw, Mike Donovan, Gene 
Spears, and Charlie Dyson. What a crew!!!! 
In 1983, I became the Director of Business Operations for Product Support. These two 
years were very eventful. One major item was that we bid and won the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory Management Contract to the surprise of many people. This team led 
by John Bright was terrific. Bob Eldredge, Dave Mclean, George Harrison, to name just a 
few, did an amazing job.  
Following this, I returned to the Tower to be the Director of Finance for Missile Systems 
working for the one and only Nick DePasquale. I spent six great years on another 
outstanding team in a wonderful organization with SUPER people.  When Nick retired, 
Len Wroten replaced him and Missile Systems did not miss a beat.  
I then spent one year as Director of Finance for Information Systems and in 1992 
returned to be the Controller for Missiles & Electronics. This assignment was extremely 
positive. I had a great staff of people to work with and we had some major challenges. 
We all performed very well and the business thrived. In1998 I decided to retire.  
Since 1998, Arlene and I continue to reside in Maitland and do an enormous amount of 
traveling. We are and have been season ticket holders to University Of Florida Football 
since 1980 and Basketball since 1998. We have been to the three National Championship 
Football games (New Orleans, Glendale, AZ, and Miami) as well as the three Final Fours 
in Basketball.(two in Indianapolis and one in Atlanta) Each year we also attend one or 
more away games and one year did them all. 
We have been on tours and cruises, as well as doing independent travel. We have traveled 
to South America, Europe, Asia, Australia, and of course North America. We have been 
on twenty-five cruises, twelve tours, three river cruises and numerous trips on our own. 
 In 2010, on January 31st Arlene and I celebrated our 50th Anniversary with a fantastic 
party for our family and close friends. We contacted the one and only Charles 
Haugabrooks to sing. As you would expect, Charles’ performance was outstanding. A 



great time was had by all. Also, in 2010, I was honored by the University Of Florida by 
being inducted into The Grand Guard.  
I still try to play golf two to three times a week when we are in town and enjoy being 
with our family and friends. Two of our daughters and their families live very close to us 
and our third daughter and family are in Coral Springs, Florida. 
As stated by many people, our careers at Martin, Martin Marietta, Lockheed Martin, were 
sometimes very challenging and at other times very difficult, but in the end they were 
SUPER. . . a good Corporation to work for! 
 
 
Blair Schlender – Orlando, Florida 
 
Thirteen years!  I've been retired half as long as I worked for MM/LM.  But I'm sure the time has 
passed faster since the working years.  Not that the time passed slowly from 1972 to 1998.  
There was variety -- program and functional.  There were many organizations:  Industrial 
Engineering, Capital Planning (Facilities), Industrial Engineering again (East Side), and 
Production Control.  I worked with a lot of dedicated people who produced the wizardry for which 
Orlando became known. 
  
What about the non-job description the last thirteen years?  There has been variety in the 
happenings during this period, too.  In reading and talking to others about the obligations of 
retirement, travel is right up there toward the top of the list.  So, my wife, Joy, and I traveled.  We 
cruised around South America, spending a few extra days at each end in Buenos Aires and 
Santiago.  We cruised to Alaska and rode the train to Fairbanks.  Costa Rica and the Dominican 
Republic were enjoyable vacation destinations.  (Note to blood donors:  Each of those countries 
has areas of Malaria infestation and resulted in a one year hiatus from donating.)  Visits to the 
lower 48 states over the years included Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Wisconsin and Michigan as well as spending time in Canada and an occasional visit to the 
Bahamas.  And we poked around in Florida a bit with a good share of that being at the beach.   
  
Joy and I were blessed to have parents who lived into their 90's.  Along with the pleasure goes 
responsibilities, which consumed considerable time as they grew older.  One parent was in 
Florida while the others were in Michigan, resulting in a well worn path north.  Our health has 
been all we could wish for, but since we have a nutrition business, we have no excuses.  Through 
the business, we work with a foundation that feeds over 42,000 undernourished kids around the 
world every day. 
  
Contrasting with our traveling a bit in thirteen years is our being stuck in the mud--we've been in 
our house for 37 years.  We're thinking that it may be time for a change of scenery.  I am still 
playing competitive softball, but only about 50 games a year.  Softball tournaments have taken 
us all around Florida, to Georgia, South Carolina and Winnipeg, Canada.  Joy is semi-retired from 
the travel industry and that helps us in our getting out of town.  We started attending the REALM 
lunch bunch happenings this spring and have truly enjoyed the reacquaintances.   
 


